Terror's instruments

THE CULT OF THE SUICIDE BOMBER

Cinema Village (1:30). Not rated: Violence, disturbing themes.

Staying true to its bleak title, this documentary tracks the history of terrorism by martyrdom, which has its roots in the organized culture of suicide warfare in the Middle East.

 Narrator Robert Baer (best known as the inspiration for George Clooney's character in "Syriana") tries to understand why humans would give up their lives to take those of others, and he's gained remarkable access to those at the center of this ideology.

Given that fundamentalist faith and sober logic are irreconcilable enemies, though, Baer's analysis inevitably leads to a grim roadblock, at which he can do little more than tally the toll.
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